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to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education initiatives, programs, events, staff and student achievements & more. 
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Grant Supports “Safe Dates” and Do-
mestic Violence Curriculum At Middle 
and High School 
Thanks to a grant secured by Assistant Super-
intendent, Dr. Maureen Brummett, from the 
Women & Girls Fund of the Main Street Commu-
nity Foundation, Tyshaunda Wiley, Prevention 
Coordinator for the Prudence Crandall Center, 
Inc., recently visited both middle school and high 
school Health classes to share information about 
domestic violence, and the “safe dates” curricu-
lum which focuses on all aspects of healthy and 
safe dating and relationships. Wiley delivered the 
interactive lessons to eighth and ninth grade 
Health classes, and will return to the high school 
next fall to deliver the curriculum to incoming 
ninth graders.   
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Thank You BOE! 
March is Board of Education Appreciation 
Month! Thank you to our board member volun-
teers Brent Davenport, Michael Giuliano, Deb 
Hardy, Laurie Peterson, Cheryl Provost, An-
drea Saunders, Crystal St. Lawrence, Becky 
Tyrrell, and Foster White who share their time, 
talent, and expertise on behalf of our schools! 

A Great Season for MSP Robotics! 
This year the Middle School of Plainville fielded 
nine robotics teams, attended five competitions 
throughout the state, and won numerous awards. 
According to MSP faculty member and VEX 
Advisor Camille Westfall, there are four com-
ponents to the VEX IQ Challenge: the Teamwork 
Challenge: two teams work together to maximize 
their score, the Robot Skills Challenge: one robot 
& driver driving alone against the clock, the Pro-
gramming Skills Challenge: one robot using sen-
sors to run autonomously, and the STEM Re-
search Project: research / present on a STEM 
theme.  

DID YOU KNOW? The PHS "Digital Devils" 
FIRST robotics team recently participated in a 
competition at Wilby High School in Waterbury, 
Connecticut. The team members in both the high 
school’s Robotics class and Robotics Club have 
spent many hours completing the build and pre-
paring for the competition at Wilby High School, 
and an upcoming competition at Hartford Public 
High School on April 2nd & April 3rd.     

Wheeler’s Invention Convention 
The annual Wheeler Invention Convention was 
held on March 9th. Each year fourth graders at 
Wheeler are taught the process of inventing. Stu-
dents think of an every day problem or “something 
that bugs them.” The young inventors then brain-
storm multiple ways to solve the problem. The 
solution becomes the invention. This program pro-
motes problem solving, creativity, and other criti-
cal thinking skills. Students present their inven-
tions (or improvements on items that already ex-
ist) in a science fair format. Several students are 
selected to represent the school at the state-wide 
invention convention with students in grades K-8 
from over 100 schools in Connecticut. This year 
the Connecticut Invention Convention will be held 
at Gampel Pavilion at UCONN on April 30th and 
Julianna Matos, Lucy Callender, Amanda Lin-
nhoff and Ariana Clifford will represent Wheeler 
at the competition. 

Read Across America 
Students and staff across the Plainville school dis-
trict celebrated Read Across America, a national 
reading and motivational awareness program that 
commemorates Dr. Seuss' (Theodore Suess 
Geisel) birthday on March 2nd! Guest readers vis-
ited the schools, which featured Dr. Seuss themed 
books, programs and activities. Photos from  
Read Across America events may be viewed on 
the district website home page. 


